The family of Immanuel Lutheran Church welcomes you.
We hope that you will Worship with us often.

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
3184 Church Street, P.O. Box 739
Manchester, Maryland
“A Stephen Ministry Congregation”
Our mission as disciples of Jesus,
is to commit ourselves to making Christ known through
worship, service, outreach, learning, and loving one another

Sunday, December 24, 2017
Christmas Eve Service
3pm • 7pm • 9pm

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!

Immanuel welcomes you to our worship today. We hope that you will feel welcome.
We invite you to become a part of the ministry of Immanuel.
Please sign in on the Red Pad found at each center row pew.
The Head Usher is here to assist you at any time during the service.
Sunday School classes are offered for children 2 years old through adult. We welcome
you to join our program! Contact the church office or if classes are in session, simply stop
by when you are here. Classes are at 10:15am, following the Sunday service.
Visit website for more information: www.immanuellutheranccmd.org.
Christmas Eve Worship Assistants

Acolytes ~
TorchBearers
Crucifer

3pm
Afternoon Service
John Gregg
Ellen Linsenbardt
Linda Gregg
Zoe Gregg
Pete Wulforst
Rhonda Kiler
Ernest Weiss
Brenda Wulforst
Pete Wulforst
Rhonda Kiler
Brenda Wulforst
Pete Wulforst
Dylan Andrews
Austin Gregg
Andy Kiler

7pm
Family Service
Debbie Hebrank
Steve Burris
Dawn Burris
Steve Burris
Barbara Guthrie
Garth Eckhardt
Chris Miller
Debbie Miller
John Popp
Norman Downes
Bart Walder
Amanda Yingling
Ashton Eckhardt
Tanner Eckhardt
Bart Walder

9pm
Candlelight Service
Brian Kremen
Susan Burnette
Terri Rill
Tim Rill
Jeanne Swain
Jennifer Edwards
Jeremy Edwards
Jennifer Robinson
Todd Robinson
Frank Burnette
Susan Burnette
Barb Yingling
Ryan Edwards
Kyle Robinson
Jeremy Edwards

Pray w/ Pastor

Christine Crouch

TBD

TBD

Bell Ringer

Ernest Weiss

Garth Eckhardt

Gene Yingling

Head Usher
Altar Guild
Greeters
Lector
Offering
Ushers
Communion
Stewards
(Intinction)

*Cell Phone Reminder*
Please either turn off or silence your device during our service.
Thank you.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Our hope is that you feel welcome at the Lord's Table. We welcome all baptized Christians who proclaim
with us the crucified and risen Christ’s real presence as he gives us his body and blood as food and drink.
Grape juice and gluten free wafers are also available, please let the Communion assistants know of this dietary
preference. The pastor also offers a pastoral blessing at the Communion Rail for those who do not wish to
receive Communion.
INDIVIDUAL PRAYER AND HEALING
Pastor offers individual prayer at the communion rail, with anointing and laying of hands for healing for those
who desire it before Saturday and Sunday services.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Break Forth All Glorious Morning” - J. S. Bach inspired
PROCESSIONAL HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

ELW #283 vs 1-3

Refrain

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH AND CHRIST CANDLE
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

ELW #289 vs 1, 3

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC
3pm Service
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
“Frosty the Snowman”
7pm & 9pm Services
“Christmas Dreams” - Heather Sorenson
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Dylan Andrews

Choir

FIRST READING
Isaiah 9:2-7
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

ELW #279 vs 1,2
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SECOND READING
Titus 2:11-14
11
12
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for
good deeds. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

ELW #279 vs 3,4

GOSPEL READING
Luke 2:1-20
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
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HYMN “Away in a Manger”

ELW #277 vs 1, 3

8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
“Joseph’s Song” by Michael Card

Pastor Charlie

HYMN
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

ELW #270 vs 1

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON “Journey to the Manger”

8

HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

ELW #290

PRAYERS
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day,
including those on our prayer list and those we lift up to you now.
Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament
that we may bear your light to all the world. Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of the Christ Child be with you.
And also with you.
OFFERING
ANTHEM
7pm & 9pm Services
“Glad Tidings of Joy” - Mark Hayes

Choir

OFFERTORY HYMN
“What Child is This?”

ELW #296 vs 1, 3
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
God with us: You came as a baby to a manger.
You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. You come again in bread and wine.
Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things.
And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others
in the strength of your holy name. Amen.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,
at the birth of time your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary,
to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again when all things will be restored in him.
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let every heart receive your Savior.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Beginning from the front row and moving toward the back,
please come down the center aisle from both sides.
Take a communion wafer from the Pastor, or upon request a gluten-free wafer.
Dip the wafer in silver chalice (wine) or stoneware vessel (grapejuice) and eat.
Then return to your seat by the side aisle.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”

ELW #275

12

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

ELW #282

13

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

ELW #288

14

“In the Bleak Midwinter”

ELW #294

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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CANDLE LIGHTING (please remain silent during this time)

7pm & 9pm Services

*Children 12 years and under will receive a battery Finger Light to use instead of the open
flame candle. It is a gift for them to keep. We hope they remember that God calls us the light
of the world and wants all of us to shine HIS light and love to everyone we meet.

Pastor lights a candle from the Christ candle.
This symbolizes Christ, the Light of the World.
The ushers light their candles from the pastor’s candle.
As the ushers pass down the center aisle, the first person in each pew
lights their candle from the usher’s candle.
People in the pew light their candles from the person next to them.
*Please light the candles by tilting the unlit candle toward the flame.*
*Always hold the lit candle upright. DO NOT tilt the lit candle.*
As the light is spreading through the sanctuary, the pastor reads John 1:1-14.
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.
10

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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HYMN OF LIGHT “Silent Night, Holy Night!”

ELW #281

Worshipers’ candles are extinguished
while the sanctuary lights are turned up.
At the end of the service, please return candles to the baskets in the back.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us.
As you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people.
Let the gladness of this feast have no end as we share with others
the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the Christ Child. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit
bless you now and forever. Amen.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “Joy to the World”

ELW #267

DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
“In Dulci Jubilo” (Good Christians Rejoice) – Traditional

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008649.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Next Week’s Readings:
Dec 25 Christmas Day:
Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:{1-7}, 8-20
Dec 26 ~ 31 Lessons & Carols:
Isaiah 61:10 ~ 62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

++ CALENDAR ++
Sun Dec 24

Advent 4 Morning Worship with Communion
NO Sunday School
Adult Bible Study (MLR)
Christmas Eve Afternoon Service with Communion
Christmas Eve Family Service with Communion
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Communion
*** Poinsettia pick-up following 9pm service ***

Mon Dec 25

OFFICE CLOSED

Tues Dec 26

Poinsettia Pick-up
Scouts

10am–1pm
7:00pm

Wed Dec 27

Poinsettia Pick-up
Prayer Group
AA

10am-1pm
11:00am
7:00pm

Thurs Dec 28 Poinsettia Pick-up

10am-1pm

Pastor’s Day Off
Poinsettia Pick-up
AA & Al-Anon

10am-1pm
8:00pm

Lessons & Carols
Saturday Evening Worship w Communion
AA

5:00pm
6:30pm

New Year’s Eve
Lessons & Carols
Sunday Morning Worship w Communion
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study (MLR)

9:00am
10:15am
10:30am

Fri Dec 29

Sat Dec 30

Sun Dec 31
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9:00am
------10:30am
3:00pm
7:00pm
9:00pm

+++++++++++

Lessons and Prayers are sponsored to the Glory of God
and as we remember our Parents, Kenneth and Helen Eppley
and our Sister, Nancy David at this special time of year
by the family
and
to our Immanuel Family –
may the blessings of peace, love and joy be yours at Christmastime
+++++++++++

+++++++++++

The finger lights given to the children are sponsored
in memory of my mom, Marge Hebrank
and brother, Rick Hebrank by Norm and Deb
We miss both of you!
+++++++++++

Thank you to everyone who sponsored any of the 61 poinsettias this year!
Poinsettias may be taken home following the 9pm Candlelight Service.
Otherwise, pick up Tuesday - Friday, between 10am and 1pm.
~ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year ~ from Worship and Music

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
3184 Church Street
PO Box 739
Manchester, MD 21102

Office: 410-374-4463
Email: info@ielcmd.org
Website: ielcmd.org

“A Stephen Ministry Congregation”

The Rev. Charles Marshall
Pastor

Jerry Hoffman

Rachel Murphy

Steve Burris

Jeremy Edwards

Organist

Office Administrator

Sexton

Treasurer
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