From The Pastor’s Desk….

Our Mission,
as disciples
of Jesus,
is to commit
ourselves
to making
Christ known
through
worship,
service,
outreach,
learning and
loving one
another.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
There is a curious double coincidence in the calendar this
year. Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14)
and Easter Sunday falls on April Fool’s Day (April 1).
I don’t imagine there is any deep spiritual significance to
this, but it makes me wonder.
One of my fellow pastors joked about putting ashes on
foreheads in the shape of a heart this year – maybe with a
cross in the middle? Ash Wednesday is a somber day of
fasting and repentance, a day to remember our mortality:
that we are dust, and to dust we shall return; and a day to
remember that we are sinners unable to free ourselves from
the power of sin. To many, this sounds like a real “downer.”
But Ash Wednesday is also a day to remember that
although we are “frail creatures of dust” in bondage to sin,
we have a God who loves us so much that He was willing
to become a creature of dust, and to suffer in his own
mortal body the penalty of our sin on the Cross, to set us
free from sin’s power forever. If that’s not Love, I don’t
know what is!
On Valentine’s Day this year we get the fabulous treat
of receiving the best Valentine ever, a Valentine that takes
the form of a cross of ashes on our forehead. What better
way could there be to proclaim to all the world: “God loves
you!”
Take out your calendar right now and mark Ash
Wednesday on Feb. 14. Come and get your Valentine from
God at 1 pm or 7 pm. And bring your family, friends and
neighbors with you. Nobody should miss out on such a
perfect gift of Love!
If you are physically unable to come on Ash Wednesday
and want to receive your Valentine from God, let me know.
I will make sure you are not left out! You can call or text
me at 443-854-2394 or leave a message at church.

~Pastor Charlie
P.S. More about our very special April Fool’s Day
celebration in next month’s newsletter!
3184 Church Street, PO Box 739, Manchester, MD 21102
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OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN AND GROW AT IMMANUEL
No previous knowledge of the Bible is required for any Bible study

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
Meets weekly throughout the year in the Martin Luther Room following
the worship service, approximately 10:15 – 11:15am. On coffee hour
Sundays, we meet 10:45 – 11:30am. Each week we will explore the
Gospel reading for the following Sunday.
Feb 4: Mark 9:2-9
Feb 11: Mark 1:9-15
Feb 18: Mark 8:31-38 Feb 25: John 2:13-22
MIDWEEK PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY GROUPS
Morning Group meets in the Oak Tree Room Tuesday Feb 6 at 11am.
During Lent, the group will join in the Wednesday Lenten Soup Study.
Evening Group meets at the Pastor’s home, 840 Hughes Shop Rd,
Westminster MD 21158 at 7pm on Wednesday Feb 7. Topic: Message of
the Prophets. During Lent, the group will join in the Wednesday Lenten
Soup Study.
CONFIRMATION CLASS: Sessions will be held every Sunday in the
Oak Tree Room at 7pm.
Feb. 4: Jesus Calls Disciples Feb. 11: The Beatitudes
Feb. 18: Feeding the 5,000 Feb. 25: The Good Samaritan
+++++++++++

LENTEN MIDWEEK SERIES:

“God Is Speaking! Are We Listening?” Studies in the Book of Acts
Wednesdays Feb 21 – Mar 21
*Soup ‘N’ Bible Study 12– 1pm and 6-7pm*
*Evening Prayer 7:15pm*
The first step in the LEAD journey we are beginning this month is
Listening to God. God speaks to us in many ways: through prayer and the
reading and study of God’s Word, through our brothers and sisters in the
Body of Christ, through the people around us in our community, and
through the events and experiences of life. In our Lenten Bible study we
will see how the early Church experienced phenomenal growth by
listening and responding to God. Following the evening soup ’n’ study,
we will conclude the day with a simple service of evening prayer in the
sanctuary. Please join us, and bring your friends!
Feb 21: Acts 1:1-14
You Will Receive Power
Feb 28: Acts 2: 1-21
The Holy Spirit Comes
Mar 7: Acts 2:37-47 Life in the Early Church
Mar 14: Acts 8:26-40 Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
Mar 21: Acts 10:1-48 Peter and Cornelius
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PASTOR CHARLIE’S
FEBRUARY BIBLE CHALLENGE: MARK 10-16

This year in worship we will be reading mostly from the Gospel according
to Mark. We began the new year by reading Mark chapters 1-9.
In February we conclude with chapters 10-16.
The online Bible Study will continue with daily comments from Pastor
Charlie on Facebook. Email him at pastorc@ielcmd.org if you would like
to join this private group, or if you would like to receive copies via email
of the comments he posts there for each day.
2/1
2/2
2/3
2/4
2/5
2/6
2/7
2/8
2/9
2/10

Mark 10:1-16
Mark 10:17-31
Mark 10:32-45
Mark 10:46-52
Mark 11:1-11
Mark 11:12-25
Mark 11:27-33
Mark 12:1-12
Mark 12:13-17
Mark 12:18-27

2/11
2/12
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/19
2/20

Mark 12:28-37
Mark 12:38-44
Mark 13:1-13
Mark 13:14-27
Mark 13:28-37
Mark 14:1-11
Mark 14:12-25
Mark 14:26-31
Mark 14:32-42
Mark 14:43-52

2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/27
2/28

Mark 14:53-65
Mark 14:66-72
Mark 15:1-15
Mark 15:16-20
Mark 15:21-32
Mark 15:33-39
Mark 15:40-47
Mark 16:1-8

PUERTO RICO OFFERING

Our sisters and brothers in Puerto Rico continue to be
devastated by the effects of hurricanes earlier this season. With other
synods in the church, we are working together for the congregations of
the Caribbean Synod to help them continue the important work of
recovery. On Sunday, February 11 (Transfiguration), all congregations and
ministries of our Synod will receive a special offering for Puerto Rico.
Please come and give generously. If you are unable to attend on Feb 11,
mail or drop off your offering to the church office, marked “Puerto Rico.”

THANKS
Donation to the Building Fund received in memory of our parents,
Helen and Kenneth Eppley, our sister, Nancy David and our brother-inlaw/husband, Mike Bixler by Judy, Cindy, Gary, Randy and Families

Donation received for the Kids Feeding Kids program
from the Carroll Hospital Center Hematology Department
I would like to thank the congregation for their prayers and well wishes!
~Joe Fleck

DEATHS

Greg Losiewski, nephew of Ken and Rhonda Kiler
Dick Hebrank, father of Deb Hebrank
Julia Berwager April 5, 1918 - January 13, 2018
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ARE YOU RECEIVING
PASTOR CHARLIE’S WEEKLY EMAIL?

If you would like to receive a weekly message from Pastor Charlie with
reminders about what’s happening at Immanuel, please submit your email
address to pastorc@ielcmd.org.

INDIVIDUAL PRAYER AND HEALING

Pastor offers individual prayer at the communion rail, with anointing and
laying of hands for healing for those who desire it before each service.

MISSIONARY SPONSORSHIP

Rev. Wal Reat is our ELCA Global Missionary sponsor.
He serves in South Sudan among the refugees in several
camps along the border between South Sudan and Ethiopia.
Keep Rev. Wal in your prayers.

IMMANUEL’S WORK DAY

Work Day is held on the 3rd Monday of every month. Join us for any time
you can, between 9am and 2pm in the Social Hall. You will have a great
time of fellowship (and lunch is provided!) while helping make blankets for
charity organizations.
Most of the time, quilts and blankets are made for the Linus Project.
In 2017, the Work Day women made:
6 baptism quilts
58 linus quilts
12 Red White & Blue quilts
But for February, March and April we work on patriotic blankets. They are
made for TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors). On Memorial
weekend, TAPS hold ‘Camp Good Grief’ in Washington DC for children
who have lost a loved one in the military. The camp provides a safe place
for military children to explore grief and embrace healing. Each child
attending receives a handmade patriotic quilt.
~No sewing experience necessary~
There is something for everyone to do! So bring a friend with you!
Everyone can help. And all help is appreciated.

This is one of the 58 linus quilts made last year.
The quilts go to children in oncology wards
in various hospitals
Page 4

COMMUNICATION DEADLINES

Information to print in the weekly service bulletin must be received by
noon on the Wednesday prior to worship. Information to print in the
monthly newsletter must be received by the 15th of the month prior.

TIS THE SEASON...

Weather Cancellations: Every attempt will be made to make the
announcement to cancel services/activities at least 2 hours prior posted:
WBAL Ch. 11 television closure site
Immanuel’s Facebook page
Immanuel’s Web site (www.immanuellutheranccmd.org)
Immanuel’s Office Phone Message (410-374-4463)
Pastor Charlie’s weekly email list
When possible, an alternative service time will be announced.

SET UP AUTOMATIC DONATIONS for 2018

You can make a one-time donation. Or you can set up a recurring offering
directly from your bank account or credit card. Any questions, please
contact the office for assistance. Our church website has a link to get
started: www.ielcmd.org. If you don’t want to use the computer,
complete the form on the next page and return to the Church Office.

Joe Fleck, jpflecksr@gmail.com, 410-848-5919

February Mission Offering: Immanuel’s Christian Education Program
Immanuel’s Christian Education team strive to provide the best in
classroom materials and supplies, as well as opportunities outside the
classroom for continued learning, fellowship and growth.
Our annual Vacation Bible School is offered free of charge to youth
within Immanuel’s congregation, but also to youth in our
community. Each year our attendance grows, requiring more supplies and
materials, t-shirts, meals and more. Your donations and support allow us
to continue to improve our program each summer.
Additionally, your generosity allows our youth to participate in
activities such as our bowling party, corn maze, snow tubing, parents night
out, movie nights, and more! Our youth, staff and families are able to
spend more time together building and strengthening their relationships
with God and with each other.
While Christian Ed has a small amount from Immanuel’s operating
budget, most of our activities are funded from your offerings and through
our Italian Dinner fundraiser. Thank you for your continued support. If
you want more information or would like to help in other ways, please see
any member of our Christian Education team or Pastor Charlie.
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ELCA YOUTH GATHERING

www.elca.org/YouthGathering
Every three years, 30,000+ high school youth and adult leaders spend a
week together in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and
fellowship. A group from St Paul’s Church went to Detroit for the 2015
ELCA Youth Gathering (see video: vimeo.com/135696493). The next
gathering is in Houston THIS YEAR!! June 27 – July 1, 2018
In our group, we have a total of 50 people going!
32 youth and 18 adults from these local churches:
St Paul's Upperco
St Mark's Hampstead St John's
Trinity Taneytown Immanuel
Messiah
St Ben's
St Paul Burkettsville St Paul's Harney
Not counted in these numbers, we also have some older youth that are
going as Servant Companion volunteers! To participate, we estimate
$
1,000 per person is needed. We have been fundraising since returning
from Detroit but still need your help!
+++++++++++

St Paul’s Italian Dinner is the biggest fundraiser and is this month!
Mario’s Italian Restaurant is open for business
Friday, February 2nd from 5:30 - 7:30pm
at St. Paul’s Church (Dover & Trenton Rds, Upperco, MD 21155)
Free will offering with all proceeds benefiting those attending the 2018
Youth Gathering. Invite your family & friends! (If possible, but not
required, RSVP to Rachel Murphy to help with food preparation. 410-259-8861)

ALL ABOARD FOR GREENMOUNT STATION!
‘Have a Heart’ for NESAP Fundraiser Feb 13th
The dinner will raise funds for NESAP's programs. When you dine-in or
carry out from 11am-10pm, owner Chris Richards will donate 15% of
your purchase to NESAP. The below flyer needs to be presented to
participate. Flyers also at NESAP's Thift Store. Reservations are
encouraged, but not required. More info: Lynn Sheavly 410-259-0097.
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Deb Hebrank, 410-952-3320; Rhonda Kiler, 410-239-7028;
Brenda Wulforst, 443-507-6753, Amanda Yingling, 717-880-5215

If you remember, we recently supported a “Feed the Fish” food drive for
Tree of Friends [TOFF] here in Manchester. The request was for canned
tuna fish and other canned protein foods. The congregation donated over
50 cans of protein products for their food pantry. Thank you!
NESAP is in need of donations of bottled shampoo.
We will be collecting your shampoo donations in the
appropriately marked boxes in the Narthex and in the
education building during the month of February. Bottled
shampoo can be purchased at the $$$$ store as well as
other local drugstores and Wal-Mart.
Also, you were asked to donate gently used pocketbooks and tote bags
which are a favorite of the patients at Springfield Hospital in Sykesville.
We have collected over 100 items and they will be delivered shortly.
Thanks to every member who donated and thank you to Ron and Linda
Schmidt for always being willing to load up their vehicle and make the
trip to Sykesville to drop off the purses.

By the time you are reading this issue of The Visitor, Social Ministry will
have served the scheduled January 30 meal at Table of Grace in
Westminster. Your volunteering by cooking, baking and serving the meal
is so greatly appreciated.
An urgent request was received in early January. Local assistance groups
are looking for donations of gently used winter coats and snowsuits for
infants, toddlers and children. Also, warm gloves are needed for both
male and female in all sizes-children and adult.
Please bring your donations to the area inside the education doors and
place them where we house other donations. Social Ministry members
will assure that your donations are delivered appropriately and timely.
Thank you to our members who have already responded, after hearing the
announcement during the service on January 14. Your donations were
delivered to NESAP the following Tuesday morning.
Social Ministry committee is always seeking new helpers. There are so
many opportunities for you to become involved with “paying it forward”
and helping our neighbors in need. Contact any of the volunteers listed in
the header above. We need you and the community needs us.
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STEWARDSHIP: IT’S ABOUT LOVE

“Stewardship” is often considered a dirty word in church circles. Most
congregations have an annual stewardship campaign in the fall, where
people are asked to make a pledge of how much money they will give to
the church in the coming year. The assumption, then, is that stewardship
is all about money. And nobody likes to be asked for money. Although it
does take money to carry out God’s work here at Immanuel and
elsewhere, stewardship is about far more than money. In fact, stewardship
is about love!
Stewardship is about how we respond in love to the love God has shown
to us in Jesus. Jesus himself put it this way, when asked which was the
greatest of all the commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength. And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." (Mark 12:30-31) And the night before he died,
Jesus left his disciples with just one commandment: “Love one another as
I have loved you.” (John 13:34)
The entire message of the Bible can be summed up in one word: Love.
Love is more than a feeling. Love spells itself out in actions. Love is in
the money we give to the church and to other worthy causes. Love is
consistently showing up for worship and bible study, especially when we
may not feel like it. Love is volunteering to sing in the choir, or serve on
the altar guild or a church committee, or visit a lonely neighbor, or bake a
cake for a church supper or Table of Grace, or pray during the week for
those on our prayer list and others in need. The sum total of all these ways
of loving God and neighbor is our stewardship: our response to all that
God has done for us. And we honor God and our neighbor when we our
whole-body response to God’s love is as consistent and intentional as
God’s love for us, and not just something we do when we feel like it.
I encourage you to take a few minutes this week to examine your
stewardship and ask yourself,
“How can I more fully love God and my neighbor
with the gifts God has given me?”
“God is love, and those who abide in love abide
in God, and God abides in them.”
(1 John 4:16)

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Charlie
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Pastor Charlie; Chris Crouch, facilitator; John Gregg, Council liaison
Debbie Miller, Debbie Mace, Darcie Robinson, Terri Rill

LEAD: WELCOME TO THE JOURNEY!
The season of Lent this year marks the beginning of an important journey
for the people of Immanuel, one that many congregations of our synod,
and even more across the ELCA, are taking with us. The journey is called
LEAD (Living Every Day As Disciples). Although the LEAD process takes
about three years to complete, it is designed to set us on an ongoing
journey of discipleship and discovery that will continue far beyond these
first three years. Our newly formed LEAD Team will be our trail guides
on the journey, and they will be guided in their work by a LEAD coach
who will meet with the pastor and team facilitator monthly. Their work
will begin Feb. 16-17 when they attend the first in a series of Learning
Seminars held every six months by the LEAD staff, along with teams
from other congregations in our synod who are beginning their journeys.
The first part of the LEAD journey is called “Tuning In” and involves
listening deeply to God, to each other, and to the people of our
community to get a sense of where God is leading us. Our midweek
Lenten series this year will give you a taste of LEAD, as we listen
prayerfully to what God is saying to us through 5 key passages in the Acts
of the Apostles. The congregation will receive regular updates from the
team so we can learn and grow together, and keep one another in prayer.
Most congregations in these challenging days tend to “circle the wagons”
and focus inward upon themselves, serving the needs of their existing
members out of a survival mentality. The LEAD journey will help us
become a more outward focused congregation, deeply rooted in God and
in our community, and working with others in the community to serve all
God’s children in Jesus’ name out of a mission mentality. This will help
Immanuel Lutheran Church not just to survive, but to thrive!
Here are the members of our LEAD Team. Please keep them in prayer as
they prepare to begin the journey.
Pastor Charlie
Chris Crouch, facilitator
John Gregg, Council liaison
Debbie Miller Debbie Mace
Darcie Robinson Terri Rill
Watch for updates in future issues of the Visitor, and let me know if you
have any questions about LEAD.
~Pastor Charlie
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President: Brenda Wulforst, 443-507-6753
Vice President: John Gregg, 410-599-3091
Recording Secretary: Jamie Rooney

NEW BUSINESS
Nominations and elections were held for the executive committee.
The results of that process:
Council President-Brenda Wulforst
Council Vice President-John Gregg
Recording Secretary-Jamie Rooney
and Treasurer-Sharon Slivecky
The following committee chair people were also selected:
Finance-Jeremy Edwards/Frank Burnette
Social Ministry-Deb Hebrank/ Amanda Yingling
Fellowship-Rhonda Kiler
Christian Education-Jen Edwards/ Jeanne Swain
Worship and Music- Susan Burnette
Mutual Ministry- Jamie Rooney
Property-Tim Rill
Personnel- John Gregg
Missions-Joe Fleck
and KIT- Jeanne Swain

OLD BUSINESS
Thank you to Steve Burris and Pete Wulforst for moving the donated
resistance exercise equipment into the second floor Sunday school room.
Currently the room is being set up so that members can avail themselves
of this opportunity.
We continue to wait for the quotes on security cameras at Immanuel.
Property will advise when received.
Scout Sunday has been rescheduled. Jen and Jeremy Edwards are
coordinating a “reunion” type service with Worship and Music.
The council is considering a presentation from the Maryland State Police
on active shooter training. It would be held at Immanuel on a mutually
agreed upon schedule. Pastor Charlie will ask for a “show of hands” at the
weekend service to try to determine congregation interest.
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Chair: Rhonda Kiler, 410-239-7028
Members: Deb Hebrank, 410-952-3320; Brenda Wulforst, 443-507-6753;
Linda Gregg; Matthew Rooney; Jamie Rooney

Fellowship will host coffee hour on February 4th in the Social Hall.
Please come and join us!
Fellowship Committee will sponsor the
annual Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday,
February 13 at 6pm. Come enjoy sausage, 3 kinds of pancakes (chocolate
chip, blueberry and plain), fastnachts and a pancake topping bar. You can
dress your pancakes with all types of toppings to make them the way you
like them. You don’t have to cook, serve or do the dishes!! Join your
fellow members for dinner and enjoy a great time with others.
To help us call attention to the joyful, carnival aspect of this day,
we ask the children to dress in festive costumes.
We will also host the Lenten Soup meals on Wednesdays at Immanuel
starting on February 21st. Trinity will be joining us once again for our mid
week meals. A meal of soup, bread, fruit and drink will be served at
12noon and 6pm in the evening.
Last year many members donated delicious soups for our meals. If you
would like to help by preparing a soup for all to enjoy for a meal, we
would appreciate it. A signup sheet is on the back radiator if you wish to
donate or help in any way. Also please indicate if you will be attending
one of the services and meal.

Chair: Tim Rill
Members: Frank Burnette, John Gregg, Brian Kremen, Steve Burris

Property has the final prints for the kitchen project and has 3 contractors
that are interested in giving proposals. Actively each is scheduling times
to view the project along with their specific sub contractors in effort to
gather all information to be able to give us their proposals.
During the extreme cold we had an issue with the main entrance doors by
the office. It appears frost has developed under the door making it
difficult and almost impossible to open at times. Over the years, these
doors have had quite a few band-aids put on them. They do not properly
seal allowing energy loss and could cause potential safety issues. The
property committee is actively seeking professional opinion on an
overhaul or possible replacement of both main doors. Once a professional
opinion has been received on the best course of action. Property will
bring the findings to the council and vote on whether to proceed.
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Chair: Bob Nicoll
Members: Christine Crouch, Rodgers Hagert, Sandy Voight,
Jamie Rooney, Brooks Hoffman, Pastor Charlie, Doris Dell

The Mutual Ministry team met on January 7th after coffee hour in the
Martin Luther room. Our meeting began with a review of what we have
accomplished in 2017.
• A Suggestion Box was implemented to intercept congregational
concerns
• Initiated a Congregational Survey, which identified key
opportunities for improvements; Communications, and
Involvement
• Two Ministry Fairs (10/8 and 11/19)
• Oversight/support for our Pastor’s need for Spiritual and
Physical Self-care
• The new ministry Keeping in Touch (KIT) was brought forth
from Mutual Ministry
Our goals for 2018 are to continue providing support for our Pastor,
nucleate new projects/committees, and increase congregational
participation. We currently have three projects in the works to meet these
goals. More information will be shared as the projects begin to take
shape.
Our committee is a diverse group regarding ages, backgrounds, and
perspectives. The committee members represent many facets of our
worship at Immanuel; the Clergy, Music & Worship, Church Council,
LEAD, KIT, Stephen Ministry, Saturday night worshipers, young
families, youth, and senior membership. If you would like to participate
in Mutual Ministry and be a voice for our congregation, please contact
any of our committee members to get involved with our team.

Our next bi-monthly meeting will be March 4th, following coffee hour at
11:30am in the Martin Luther room.
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Jen Edwards, 443-883-6138, jen@iostreaminfo.com, Jeanne Swain, Angie Eckhardt,
Pete Wulforst, Jen Robinson, Sandy Voight, Brenda Wulforst

We’ve been keeping busy this month and have great things on our
calendar for next month!
In January we had our annual Bowling Party at Greenmount Bowl and
were pleased to have our youth serve as worship assistants during our
Youth Sunday on January 28th.
In February, we have our group Sunday School activity on February 4th for
a local organization called “Love, Peace & Dolls” which helps fix up and
put together Barbie dolls and clothing for youth in our area.
We are also hosting our 5th annual Italian Dinner on Saturday, February
17th from 5:30 – 7: 30pm in our Social Hall. Tickets are still only $5 each
(under 5 are free) and the meal includes salad, bread, homemade lasagna or
spaghetti, drinks and dessert, all served by our Sunday School youth.
This is a great evening of food and fellowship, and serves as a fundraiser
for many of the Sunday School activities we host all year long.
Please plan on joining us and invite your families, friends and neighbors
too! Sign up sheets are in the rear of the sanctuary.
We are blessed to again have a special individual at Immanuel offering to
sponsor the Mar-Lu-Ridge camp fees for our youth this summer. Since
Sunday School and Mar-Lu-Ridge are both great opportunities to grow
and learn with Christ, this individual has requested that we include
participation and attendance in our Sunday School classes and activities as
a parameter for each child’s donations. We developed a program of
service and learning hours and minimum guidelines for our youth to earn
this amazing and generous gift. If you would like more details, please
reach out to the Sunday School team, Pastor Charlie or Rachel.
Mar-Lu-Ridge registration is open now and their summer camp brochure
can be found at www.mar-lu-ridge.org.
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February 2018

Leaders: Bob Nicoll, Connie Dattilio
Members: Evonne Brilhart, Christine Crouch, Carol Nicoll, Audrey Shaffer

On a number of occasions we have described the prerequisite 50-hour
training for a new Stephen Minister, but we have not shared this
experience from those who completed the course. A few sample
testimonials from the Stephen Ministry Training “Stories of
Transformation and Growth” follow:
Stephen Ministry training made me a better person – it transformed
my life and relationships. My manager at work even noticed the change.
One day she said, “You’ve been handling things especially well with
people in the office lately. I really appreciate that”.
With today’s technology, it’s easy to feel cut off from the world, to feel
like no one understands our needs. But Stephen Ministry helps us see
we’re not alone. While we go through difficult things in life, we can use
those experiences to help others. I’ve volunteered for a lot of things, but
Stephen Ministry is something special. It’s added a huge sense of
fulfillment to my life.
(From a Financial Analyst)
Becoming a Stephen Minister was the best training I’ve ever
experienced. It did a great job of building my confidence and equipping
me to better care for others. The biggest lesson I learned was the
importance of listening – and it’s helped me not only with my care
receiver, but also with my husband and three kids.. All the distractions we
have today can get in the way of really having meaningful conversations,
but Stephen Minister training has helped me to stop, listen, ask follow-up
questions, and be more emotionally available.
Above all, I learned that God is the one who brings healing. I’m there to
walk with my care receiver, listen, and be on the journey with her.
(From a stay-at home mom)

Stephen Ministers are trained by their congregation’s Stephen Leaders– the
clergy, church staff, and lay leaders who attend a Leader’s Training Course
and oversee the ministry. Stephen Minister training topics include
listening, feelings, boundaries, assertiveness, distinctively Christian care,
and caring in situations such as grief, divorce, terminal illness, and more.
Stephen Minister training blends a variety of teaching methods – lecture,
video, skill practice, and small and large-group discussion – for an
engaging and enriching experience. The training incorporates biblical
principles and sound psychology to equip Stephen Minister to provide a
high level of support.
For more information visit stephenministries.org/SM
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Susan Burnette,410-357-9466, sb31220@gmail.com
Jerry Hoffman,410-374-2565, Organist/Choir Director;
Audrey Moose, 410-429-4047, Chime Choir Director
Judy Bixler, 717-632-1805, Saturday Evening Service; Jennifer Holbrook 410-374-6401,Acolytes;
Sandy Voight,410-239-9428, Altar Guild; Wayne Thomas,410-374-9538, Adult /Luther Men Choirs
SAVE
THESE
DATES
Amanda Yingling,
717-880-5215,
Children’s
Choir Coordinator

Looking Ahead …

February 3-4
Special Monthly Missions Offering - ‘Immanuel’s Christian Education’
Sunday Coffee Hour following worship, Social Hall
February 10-11
Transfiguration Weekend at 5pm and 9am
Immanuel’s 258th Anniversary, Archives Gallery Walk open
Wed February 14
Soup/Bible Study at noon and 6pm
Ash Wednesday Services at 1pm and 7pm (Imposition of Ashes/Communion)
February 17-18
Lent 1 Services at 5pm and 9am
Wednesdays, Feb 21 & 28, March 7,14 and 21
Weekly Wednesday Lenten Soup & Study
February 24-25
Lent 2 Services at 5pm and 9am
Saturday Youth Service at 5pm

CLOCKS FORWARD…

Remember to turn all your clocks forward ONE HOUR before going to
bed on Saturday, March 10th. Daylight Savings Time begins at 2am on
Sunday morning, March 11th.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, IMMANUEL

Immanuel will celebrate her 258th birthday during the weekend services
of February 10th and 11th. Our rich heritage began one cold winter day,
on February 12,1760, when a small quaint group of German-speaking
Lutheran men in a log cabin not far from our old Oak Tree. Our Archives,
displayed in the auditorium, relate this story through preserved handmade
quilts, old German bibles, pictorial displays of former pastors, glass
cabinets of ‘retired’ sterling communion chalices and ornate communion
cloths from earlier years of service along with many other donated items.
Take a ‘gallery walk’ through our history by reminiscing through albums
of photographs, letters and moments of former Sunday School classes,
catechism classes, Luther League youth group gatherings and Ladies Aid
Society prepared meals in the social hall along with many newspaper
clippings saved to remember Immanuel through the years!
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TRANSFIGURATION

The Transfiguration of Our Lord will be held on Sunday, Feb 11th at
the 9am service. This festival is a bridge between the
Advent~Christmas~Epiphany cycle that comes to a close and the
Lenten~Easter cycle that begins in three days on Ash Wednesday,
February 14th. The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and
end with three disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of
Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But, now Jesus’ three closest friends hear, on the
Mount of Transfiguration, the same words naming him ~ God’s beloved
Son! At the conclusion of our February 11th Transfiguration Service, the
‘alleluia’ portion of our liturgy will be ‘buried’ or omitted during the sixweek season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter!

ASH WEDNESDAY

The Season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14th at 1pm and
7pm for our Ash Wednesday Services. This solemn service of
Devotions, Impositions of Ashes and Holy Communion will usher in our
Lenten journey to Easter and the Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. Plan to attend one of these Ash Wednesday Services at
Immanuel with your friends and family.

LENT 2018

Our Lenten Weekend Services beginning on February 17th and 18th
guide us on a six-week journey to Jerusalem for the Passion Saturday and
Palm Sunday weekend, March 24-25. Make a commitment to follow the
path Jesus took on his way to Calvary.
Worship with Immanuel during the Season of Lent.
If you wish to be added,
please notify Susan Burnette.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Sam Guthrie
Earl Nace
Luther Myers
Katie Taylor
Sarah Marshall
Pam Miller
Brenda Murray

Jacob McCarty
Katharyn Black
Ryleigh Hoffman
Ron Davidson
Brian Yingling
Ellen Stickles
Christian Adami

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Tom and Ardice Holbrook February 7, 1970
Chris and Debbie Miller
February 14
Bobby and Susan Yingling February 17
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FEBRUARY ALTAR GUILD
Sundays: Wendy Maloney
and Sandy Voight
~1pm Ash Wednesday, Feb 14:
OPEN
~7pm Ash Wednesday, Feb 14:
Sandy Voight

FEBRUARY
HEAD USHERS

Saturdays at 5pm:
Susan Burnette
Sundays at 9am:
Tim Rill

EASTER LILY SALES

Before too long, Easter Lilies will be on sale starting the
weekend of March 10th and 11th. Remember, that Easter is
early this year – Sunday, April 1st. Lily orders can be placed using the
order form on the last page of this newsletter OR by taking an order form
from the Easter Lily bulletin board (which will be put up the first week of
March). The deadline will be Palm Sunday, March 25th.

MUSIC MINISTRY @ IMMANUEL

Been thinking about it?? Become a part of our Music Ministry!
We currently support four various groups:
The Sunday Adult Choir
The Chime Choir
The Luther Men
The Children’s Choir
If you are not able to commit to regular practices at this time, but could
participate occasionally during the year, please contact:
Jerry Hoffman (Organist/Adult Choir Director) Audrey Moose (Chime Director)
Wayne Thomas (Luther Men) Amanda Yingling (Children’s Choir Coordinator)
No experience is needed,
just a willingness to help and ‘make a joyful noise’!
Sunday Adult Choir hold weekly practices on Thursdays from 7-8pm
Chime Choir hold weekly practice on Thursdays at 6pm
The Luther Men sing quarterly, practices scheduled when needed
Children’s Choir sing quarterly, Sunday morning practice when needed
More information on Music Ministry Bulletin Board in the office hallway.

WOMENS’ HARMONY CHOIR

Worship and Music is looking for interested ladies from the
congregation who would like to join a new singing group. Similar to the
‘Luther Men’, your voices would harmonize on musical selections several
times during the church year. Remember… you do not need to be a
‘singer’, but enjoy hearing music, harmonizing a tune and maybe
becoming a possible member of new outreach musical group of
Immanuel’s ‘Music Ministry’. Let’s meet for an informational meeting
during the February Coffee Hour on Sunday, February 4th downstairs in the
Social Hall. Stop by and listen, ask questions and see if you’d like to join
us! Interested – contact Susan Burnette with any questions.
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LECTIONARY SERIES

For your Home Bible Study.
Join us as we read through the month of FEBRUARY.

DECEMBER 2017 WORSHIP ATTENDANCES

PAST CHRISTMAS EVE ATTENDANCES
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~ALTAR VASES ~ CENTER ARRANGEMENT ~
~LESSONS & PRAYERS~ SPONSORSHIP
The 2018 Sponsorship Calendar is posted outside the church office for
your sponsorships. Complete your choice(s) by signing up and completing
the information needed on the forms available. Include your payment and
seal in the supplied envelopes. Place this sponsorship in the Music and
Worship basket on the lamp table in the office by the Wednesday prior to
your reserved date to insure inclusion into the weekly bulletin.
Sponsorship Prices Remain: $50 BOTH VASES
$
25 ONE VASE
$
30 CENTER ARRANGEMENT
$
20 LESSONS & PRAYERS

February 2018 Worship Assistants
~ 5pm Saturday Services ~

~ 9am Sunday Services ~
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March 2018 Worship Assistants
~ 5pm Saturday Services ~

~ 9am Sunday Services ~

NOTE: The Worship Assistant Schedules are subject to change during
any weekend service. Reminder emails and/or phone calls are sent each
week. Should you be unable to fulfill your responsibility, please contact
Susan Burnette at sb31220@gmail.com or 410-357-9466. Thank you.
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